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(54) Image forming apparatus having a trial print mode 



(57) An image forming apparatus has a normal print 
mode in which input image data for a plurality of pages 
are processed into images on the same number of pag- 
es of paper, and a trial print mode in which the input 
image dataare processed into minified images on fewer 
pages of the paper for trial output such that a user can 
check an output result to be obtained in the normal mode 
beforehand. In the trial- print mode, a blank page detec- 
tor (10) detects a blank page from the input image data, 



and an image data minifier (13) converts the image data 
stored in an image data buffer (12a) into minified image 
data and stores the data in a second buffer (15). Then, 
a plotting section (16) develops the minified image data 
read from the second data buffer (15) into a plotting pat- 
tern, which is then written to a page buffer (17). In an 
output section (18), the plotting pattern read from the 
page buffer (17) is processed into a visible image. At 
this time, an image corresponding to the blank page de- 
tected by the blank page detector (10) is not formed. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to an image 
forming apparatus adapted to output an image corre- 
sponding to input image data in a visible form onto a 
recording medium. In particular, the present invention 
relates to an image forming apparatus, such as a printer, 
a digital copying apparatus, or the like, that is used as 
an output apparatus in an information processing sys- 
tem. 

[0002] Conventional image forming apparatuses al- 
low a user (operator) to set various conditions such as 
a density, a magnification, and the like at his or her 
choice, and print out an image reproduced according to 
set conditions on a recording medium such as paper. 
[0003] However, in hard copies obtained, it occurs in 
some cases that an actual printed result is different from 
the expectation of the operator. In this case, it is neces- 
sary to print again by altering various set conditions so 
that the reproduced image can be printed with an image 
quality as desired by the operator. In particular, when a 
plurality of hard copies are made, the recording media 
and the developer such as toner are wasted. 
[0004] In view of the problem, Japanese Patent Laid- 
Open Publication No 60-221770 proposes a copying 
operation control method for a copying machine in which 
a copying operation is continuously performed on each 
of a plurality of documents placed on a document mount 
such that copied images for each of the documents are 
formed. According to the proposed copying operation 
control method, two or more documents placed on the 
document mount are scanned separately for the image 
of each document to be copied on a separate sheet of 
copying paper. Then, in order to prevent a large amount 
of miscopies from being produced, in making two or 
more copies for each of two or more originals, initially, 
a single-copy making operation is performed, i.e., only 
a single copy of each document is produced and then, 
the rest of the required copies is produced continuously. 
[0005] The copying operation control method dis- 
closed in the Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication 
No. 60-221770 is effective in that it is possible to check 
whether the originals, or documents have been placed 
on the mount favorably by examining the copying result 
of the single-copy making operation performed initially, 
and thus, to prevent the image thereof from being erro- 
neously copied in the continuous copying operations 
performed thereafter. 

[0006] However, in an image forming apparatus dis- 
closed in the publication, there is still a problem that 
when the number of pages of originals, or documents, 
to be copied at the same time is large, the recording me- 
dium such as paper, and the developer such as toner 
are wasted a lot. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention has been made in view 
of the above problem, and it is an object of the present 

5 invention to provide an improvement on image forming 
apparatuses adapted to output an image corresponding 
input image data in a visible form, especially on an im- 
age forming apparatus, such as a page printer, which is 
used as an output apparatus in an information process- 

io ing system, the improvement being able to prevent the 
recording media and the developer being wasted. 
[0008] In order to accomplish the above object, the 
presenl invention provides an image forming apparatus 
comprising: 

75 

a first storage for storing image data; 
an image data minifying device for converting the 
image data stored in the first storage into minified 
image data; 

a second storage for storing the minified image da- 
ta; 

a plotting section for developing the image data 
stored in the first storage or the minified image data 
stored in the second storage into a plotting pattern; 
a third storage for storing the plotting pattern; 
an output section for processing the plotting pattern 
stored in the third storage into a visible image on a 
recording medium and outputting the recording me- 

30 a mode setting device for setting an operational 
mode of the image forming apparatus, the mode 
setting device switching the operational mode be- 
tween a normal mode and a trial output mode, 
wherein in the normal mode, input image data for a 

35 plurality of pages are processed into images on the 
plurality of pages of the recording medium, while in 
the trial output mode, the input image data is proc- 
essed into minified images on fewer pages of the 
recording medium for trial output such that a user 

10 can check an output result to be obtained in the nor- 
mal mode beforehand; and 
a blank page detector for detecting a blank page 
with no image data from the input image data, 
wherein in the trial output mode, an image corre- 

os sponding to the blank page detected by the blank 
page detector is not formed on the recording medi- 
um. 

[0009] According to the image forming apparatus of 
so the invention, it is possible to print a plurality of pages 
of images on one page of the recording medium by mini- 
fying them. In addition, because the blank page is omit- 
ted from image formation on the recording medium in 
the trial output mode, it is possible to reduce the amount 
55 (or the number of pages) of the recording medium to be 
used. Thus, consumables such as recording media (pa- ■ 
per, for example) and developer are prevented from be- 
ing wasted. Especially in the case of output in color, be- 
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cause a plurality of developers (for example, black, yel- 
low, magenta, cyan) can be saved, the image forming 
apparatus of the invention is very useful. 
[0010] In one embodiment, the image forming appa- 
ratus further includes a controller for adding data indic- 
ative of page numbers of the input image data to the 
minified image data at positions corresponding to re- 
spective page number areas such that the minified im- 
ages derived from the minified image data are associ- 
ated with the respective images derived from the input 
image data. 

[0011] In this embodiment, a user can check the po- 
sition of the blank page without outputting the blank 
page by checking the page numbers. 
[0012] In one embodiment, the image forming appa- 
ratus includes a controller for, in the trial output mode, 
outputting image portions corresponding to character 
data included in the minified image data in the form of 
dots or frames. 

[0013] This arrangement is useful if trial output is per- 
formed only to check layout. Because image data is out- 
put as dots or frames instead of characters or the like, 
it is possible to save developer. In addition, processing 
speed for image formation can be increased. 
[0014] In one embodiment, the image forming appa- 
ratus includes: 

a graphic data detector for detecting graphic data 
included in the input image data; and 
a controller for, in the trial output mode, replacing 
the detected graphic data with data of a frame such 
that an image corresponding to the graphic data is 
represented by the frame. 

[0015] Printing graphic data generally takes much 
time and consumes a large amount of developer. Ac- 
cording to the image forming apparatus in this embodi- 
ment, however, only a frame is printed at the position of 
the graphic data. Thus, it is possible to not only check 
the position of the graphic data but also save time and 
developer. 

[0016] In one embodiment, the image forming appa- 
ratus further includes: 

a graphic data storage for storing only the graphic 
data detected by the graphic data detector; and 
a controller for. in the trial output mode, reading the 
graphic data from the graphic data storage after for- 
mation of minified images based on the minified im- 
age data including no graphic data, so as to form a 
graphic image based on the graphic data, without 
minifying the graphic data, on a page of the record- 
ing medium different from the page or pages bear- 
ing the minified images. 

[001 7] It is possible that as a result of size reduction 
of the image in the trial output mode, the resulting graph- 
ic image becomes smaller than expected by an opera- 



tor, and therefore that the trial output is again performed 
in a different size reduction ratb to check the graphic 
image. In this case, the recording medium such as pa- 
per, the developer, and time are wasted. In contrast, ac- 

5 cording to the image forming apparatus of the embodi- 
ment, because the graphic image is formed without be- 
ing reduced in size, independently of the other minified 
images, the above problem is solved. 
[0018] In one embodiment, the image forming appa- 

io ratus includes graphic data optimum layout device for, 
in the trial output mode, performing an optimum layout 
of a plurality of the graphic data read from the graphic 
data storage such that graphic images based on the plu- 
rality of the graphic data, not minified, are formed on as 

>5 few pages as possible, independently of the minified im- 
ages. 

[0019] If in the trial output mode, a plurality of graphic 
images are formed on respective pages of the recording 
medium in the same size of an original graphic image, 

20 a large amount of the recording medium is needed. 
Forming a plurality of graphic images on one page can 
reduce the consumption of the recording medium. How- 
ever, if the graphic images are arranged in the order of 
occurrence of the graphic data, there may be a lot of 

2S dead space on the recording medium, depending on a 
combination of the graphic data. Thus, the recording 
medium cannot be utilized effectively. In contrast, ac- 
cording to the image forming apparatus of this embodi- 
ment, the graphic data to be output on one page of the 

30 recording medium are optimally combined. Therefore, 
as many graphic images as possible are formed on one 
page such that dead space of the recording medium is 
minimized. Thus, it is possible to reduce the consump- 
tion of the recording medium. 

35 [0020] In one embodiment, the image forming appa- 
ratus includes a controller for adding mutually corre- 
sponding pieces of information (such as image num- 
bers) to the graphic image and the frame in the minified 
image respectively when the graphic image is formed 

40 on the different page of the recording medium based on 
the graphic data not minified, to indicate correspond- 
ence between the graphic image and the frame indica- 
tive of the graphic image portion in the minified image. 
[0021] When the combination of the graphic data is 

45 optimized, it may occur that the outpul order of the 
graphic data changes. But, thanks to the mutually cor- 
responding pieces of information added to the graphic 
image and the frame in the minified image, the operator 
can know where the graphic images are originally locat- 

50 ed, even though the output order of the graphic data 
changes. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

55 [0022] The present invention will become more fully 
understood from the detailed description given herein- 
below and the accompanying drawings which are given 
by way of illustration only, and thus are not limitative of 
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the present invention, and wherein: 

Fig. 1 A shows a personal computer for processing 
information; 

Fig. 1 B is a perspective view of an embodiment of 
the image forming apparatus according to the 
present invention, which is connected with the per- 
sonal computer of Fig. 1 A; 
Fig. 2 is a circuit block diagram of the image forming 
apparatus shown in Fig. 1 B; 
Fig. 3 shows contents of a first data buffer in the 
embodiment; 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart of a process for controlling a 
trial printing function of the embodiment; 
Fig. 5 is a flowchart of a process to be performed in 
an interpreting section in the embodiment; 
Fig. 6 is a flowchart of a process to be performed 
by an image data minifier in the embodiment; 
Fig. 7 is a flowchart of a process to be performed 
by an automatic image data minifier in the embod- 
iment; 

Fig. 8 is a flowchart of a graphic data optimum lay- 
out device in the embodiment: and 
Fig. 9 shows an example of input data; and 
Fig. 10 shows an example of printout provided by 
trial printing for the input data shown in Fig. 9. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0023] An embodiment of the present invention will be 
described below with reference to Figs. 1-10 
[0024] The following describes only a case in which 
the present invention is applied to an image forming ap- 
paratus connected with an information processing ap- 
paratus such as a personal computer (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as "PC"). But the present invention is broadly 
applicable to various kinds of image forming apparatus- 
es, as far as they are adapted to output an image cor- 
responding to input image data in a visible form. Espe- 
cially, the present invention is applicable to image form- 
ing apparatuses to be used as an output apparatus in 
an information processing system, such as a page print- 
er, a laser printer, an ink jet printer, a thermal printer, a 
heat transfer printer, a digital copying machine, an ana- 
log copying machine, etc. Needless to say, the present 
invention is applicable to both image forming apparatus- 
es for color output and image forming apparatuses for 
monochrome output. 

[0025] The following describes a case in which the re- 
cording medium is paper and the developer is toner. But 
the present invention is not limited to the case. For ex- 
ample, ink may be used as the developer and OHP 
sheets or sheets of any other type may be used as the 
recording medium instead of paper. 
[0026] Fig. 1A shows a PC 1 as an information 
processing apparatus and Fig. 1 B shows a printer 2 as 
an image forming apparatus according to an embodi- 



ment of the invention. The printer 2 is connected with 
the. PC 1 through a suitable communication means so 
that they can transmit information to each other. The im- 
age processing apparatus 1 and the printer 2 may be 

5 connected with each other by a cable, or through optical 
communication using light such as infrared rays, or radio 
communication. Further, one-to-one connection or a 
network connection such as LAN may be used. 
[0027] The printer 2 has a control panel 3 through 

>o which an operator, or user, sets various modes. The 
printer 2 also has a trial print mode key 4 for setting a 
trial print mode, a blank page output mode key 5 for set- 
ting a blank page output mode in which a blank page is 
detected, a graphic output mode key 6 for setting a 

'5 graphic output mode in which detected graphic data is 
processed for output, an image data minify mode key 7 
for setting an image data minify mode in which image 
data is minified, and a toner save mode key 8 for setting 
a toner save mode in which the amount of toner is ad- 

20 justed. 

[0028] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of circuitry of the print- 
er 2 for enabling trial printing to be accomplished. 
[0029] Referring to Fig. 2, in accordance with a pre- 
determined command sequence, an interpreting section 
2S 9 interprets input data to be printed sent thereto from a 
host apparatus such as a host computer or a personal 
computer (in the embodiment, the host apparatus is the 
PC 1 ). The input data are sent to a blank page detector 
10. 

30 [0030] If an instruction of performing trial printing has 
been set by a command from the PC 1 or by the trial 
print mode key 4 of the control panel 3, and if a blank 
page is detected by the blank page detector 10, the in- 
terpreting section 9 processes the blank page in accord- 

3S ance with a relevant command from the PC 1 or the set- 
ting ol the blank page output mode key 5. 
[0031] The input data to be printed are also sent to a 
graphic data detector 11 via the blank page detector 10. 
If graphic data is detected by the graphic data detector 

40 11 , the interpreting section 9 processes the graphic data 
in accordance with a relevant command from the PC 1 
or the setting of the graphic output mode key 6. There- 
after, the input image data to be printed is written to a 
first data buffer 12. Fig. 3 indicates contents of the first 

« data buffer 1 2 which is composed of an Nmax page im- 
age data buffer 12a (hereinafter, referred to as "first data 
buffer 12a") for storing image data for a maximum 
number of pages Nmax, and a graphic data buffer 1 2b 
(hereinafter, referred to as "first data buffer 12b") for 

50 storing only graphic data. 

[0032] The data, which has been processed by the in- 
terpreting section 9 in accordance with the relevant 
command or the setting of the graphic output mode key 
6, is written to the first data buffers 12a and 12b. The 

55 operation is repeated until the first data buffers 1 2a and 
12b are full. 

[0033] An image data minifier 1 3 processes image da- 
ta stored in the first data buffer 1 2a in accordance with 
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a relevant command from the PC 1 or a setting of the 
image data minify mode key 7, and writes the processed 
data to a second data buffer 15. This operation is re- 
peated until the second data buffer 1 5 gets full of the 
processed data. s 
[0034] Once the second data buffer 1 5 gets full, a plot- 
ting section 1 6 expands the data of the second data buff- 
er 15 into a plotting pattern on a page buffer 17. Once 
the page buffer 17 gets full, a printing section 18 starts 
printing. io 
[0035] When the printer has been set so as to print 
out the graphic data independently on a separate sheet 
of paper by the command from the PC 1 or the graphic 
data outpul mode key 6, the graphic data stored in the 
first data buffer 1 2b is written to the second data buffer '£ 
15 after the first data buffer 12a becomes empty. The 
operation is repeated until the second data buffer 1 5 be- 
comes full of the graphic data. 
[0036] When the second data buff er 1 5 gets full of the 
graphic data, the plotting section 16 expands the graph- 20 
ic data of the second data buffer 1 5 into a plotting pattern 
on the page buffer 17. After the page buffer 17 gets full, 
the printing section 18 starts printing. 
[0037] The printing section 18 adjusts the amount of 
toner in accordance with a relevant command or setting 2s 
of the toner saving mode key 8. 

[0038] Taking into account the description made 
above, the flowchart shown in Fig. 4 for controlling the 
trial printing function of the present invention will be de- 
scribed below 30 
[0039] Initially, at step S101, it is determined whether 
there is still data to be printed (referred to also as "print 
data"), sent from the PC1 . If there is still such data, then 
it is-determined at S102 whether the first data buffer 12a 
iswrite-enabledornot, thatis, whetherthefirstdatabuff- 35 
er 12a is full or not. 

[0040] If the first data buffer 12a is write-enabled, or 
not full, the interpreting section 9 interprets the com- 
mand, according to a predetermined command se- 
quence at step S103. Based on a result obtained by the 40 
processing of the interpreting section 9, print data is writ- 
ten to the first dala buffers 12a and 12b at S104. 
[0041] If it is determined at S102 that the first data 
buffer 12a is full, the processing proceeds to S105 and 
then SI 06. It is determined at S106 whether all data to « 
be printed on one sheet of paper has been written to the 
second data buffer 15. If not, the image data minifier 13 
minifies the data in accordance with a relevant com- 
mand or a setting of the image data minify mode key 7 
at S107. Then, at S108, the minified data are written to so 
the second data buffer 1 5. 

[0042] If it is determined at step S1 06 that the second 
data buffer 15 is full, the plotting section 16 develops a 
plotting pattern on the page buffer 17 at S110, and the 
printing section 18 executes printing at S111. ss 
[0043] If it is determined at S1 1 2 that the image data 
remains in the first data buffer 12a after printing is car- 
ried out at S111, the program returns to S105. 



[0044] If it is determined at step S1 02 that the first da- 
ta buffer 12a is full, this indicates that there is still print 
data from the PC 1 to be processed. Thus, the process- 
ing of S105 through S108 is repeated. If it is determined 
at S105 that the data does not remain in the first data 
buffer 12a, the program returns to S101 via S109. 
[0045] If the printer has been set so as to print the 
graphic data independently on a separate sheet of pa- 
per by a relevant command or pressing of the graphic 
output mode key 6, processing proceeds to S1 14 via 
S11 3 after it is determined at step S1 12 that there is no 
data in the first data buffer 1 2a. At S1 1 4, a graphic data 
optimum layout device 14 processes the graphic data. 
[0046] Then, at S1 1 0, the plotting section 16 develops 
a plotting pattern on the page buffer 17. Then, at S111, 
the printing section 18 executes printing. 
[0047] Fig. 5 shows the flowchart showing the opera- 
tion ol the interpreting section 9. The outline of the op- 
eration of the interpreting section 9 will be described be- 
low with reference to Fig. 5. 

[0048] Initially, the interpreting section 9 interprets an 
entered command, according to a predetermined com- 
mand sequence. That is, it is determined at S201 wheth- 
er the trial print mode has been set. If the trial print mode 
has been set, the program goes to step S203 at which 
commands indicating a beginning (or top) and an end 
of a page are detected from the print data sent from the 
PC 1 , and a page number for each page sent from the 
PC 1 is stored. The reason the page numbers are stored 
is to prevent page numbers from being shifted when 
blank pages are not printed at step S206, the operation- 
of which will be described later. 
[0049] At S204, the blank page detector 10 operates 
to detect blank pages It is determined at S205 whether 
any blank pages are present. If a blank page is present, 
then it is determined at S206 whether the blank page 
should be output. If the blank page does not need to be 
output, the blank page is erased at S207. 
[0050] If it is determined at S205 that no blank pages 
are present, detection of graphic data is performed by 
the graphic data detector 11 at S208, and it is discrimi- 
nated at S209 whether graphic data is included in the 
print data sent from the PC 1 . 

[0051] If it is determined at step S209 that the print 
data includes graphic data, then it is determined at S210 
whether the graphic data is to be printed. If it is deter- 
mined that the graphic data does not need to be printed, 
the graphic data is replaced with a frame at S211. It is 
determined at S212 whether a mode of printing the 
graphic data independently on a separate sheet of cop- 
ying paper without minifying it has been set. If it is de- 
termined that the graphic data is to be printed on a sep- 
arate sheet of copying paper, that is, the graphic data 
and the other image data including character data are 
to be printed separately from each other on different 
sheets of paper, the graphic data is written to the first 
data buffer 12b at S21 3. If it is determined at S209 that 
no graphic data is present it is determined at S214 
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whether text data, or character data, are to be printed 
in the form of dots or frames. 

[0052] Fig. 6 shows a flowchart showing the operation 
performed by the image data minifier 13. Contents of 
the processing performed by the image data minifier 1 3 5 
will be described below with reference to Fig. 6. Herein, 
a mode of printing image data of a plurality of pages 
stored in the first data buffer 12a on one sheet of copying 
paper by minifying the image data is set. 
[0053] At S301, the number of pages of image data io 
to be printed, exclusive of graphic data, is calculated. It 
is possible to print all image data stored in the first data 
buffer 12a by minifying it such that the image data can 
be printed on one page. If, however, a large amount of 
image data is to be printed on one sheet of copying pa- 's 
per, a resulting printed image is too small to be practical. 
Thus, using a command or the image data minify mode 
key 7 of the control panel 3, the maximum number of 
pages of data which are to be collectively printed on one 
sheet of copying paper is set. The maximum number of 20 
pages is set as Nmax. 

[0054] After the number of pages of data to be printed, 
exclusive of the graphic data, is calculated at S301 , the 
calculated number of pages is stored as a variable M at 
S302. It is determined at S303 whether image data is to 2S 
be minified If it is determined that the image data is to 
be minified, then it is determined at S304 whether print- 
ing of N pages on one sheet of copying paper (herein- 
after described as "N pages into one sheet" printing) 
should be set automatically or manually. 30 
[0055] If it is determined that the setting should be 
done manually, the "N pages into one sheet" printing is 
set at S305 by using the number of pages N set before- 
hand by the user. On the other hand, if it is determined 
that the "N pages into one sheet" printing should be set 35 
automatically, the number M of printing pages is com- 
pared with Nmax. If M > Nmax, an "Nmax pages into 
one sheet" printing, i.e., printing of Nmax pages on one 
sheet ol copying paper, is set at S307. On the other 
hand, if M < Nmax, image data is automatically minified *o 
by the image data minifier 13, at S310, according to the 
number of printing pages M. 

[0056] If it is determined at S304 that the "N pages 
into one sheet" printing should be set manually or if it is 
determined at S306 that M > Nmax, it is determined at « 
S308 whether the image data is to be printed on both 
surfaces of a sheet of copying paper, that is, whether 
duplex printing mode has been set. 
[0057] Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing the automatic im- 
age data minifying operation performed at step S310 of so 
Fig. 6, which is described in detail below. 
[0058] When the number M of printing pages is small- 
er than the preset maximum number of pages Nmax for 
the "N pages into one sheet" printing, an optimum mini- 
fication of image data is executed according to the 55 
number M of printing pages. Herein, the number N in 
the "N pages into one sheet" printing is the mth power 
of two (2 m ) or n squared (n 2 ) (where m and n are integers 



of one or larger). 

[0059] Initially, at S401 , the number of printing pages 
is stored as the variable M. Then, if it is determined at 
S402 that there is m or n satisfying M = 2 m or M = n 2 , 
then an "M pages into one sheet" copying mode is set 
at S406. 

[0060] If it is determined at S402 that there is not m 
or n satisfying M = 2 m or M = n 2 , then 2 m or n 2 is set as 
L at S403, and m or n which minimizes a value ol L-M 
(>0) is calculated at S404, and an "L pages into one 
sheet" printing mode is set at S405. 
[0061 ] Fig. 8 is a flowchart of the operation performed 
by the graphic data optimum layout device 14. The out- 
line of the operation of the graphic data optimum layout 
device 14 is described below with reference to Fig. 8. 
[0062] Initially, at S501 , the size of copying paper set 
by a command is detected, and the lengthwise size of 
the copying paper is stored as variable H . Then, at S502, 
it is determined whether graphic data remains in the first 
data buffer 1 2b. 

[0063] If it is determined that graphic data remains in 
the first data buffer 12b, it is determined at S503 whether 
the second data buffer 15 is write-enabled, or not full. If 
it is determined that the second data buffer 15 is write- 
enabled, or not full, then, graphic data largest in length- 
wise size is selected from the graphic data stored in the 
first data buffer 12b at S504. 

[0064] The lengthwise size of the graphic data select- 
ed at S504 is stored as variable h at S505. Then, at 
S506, h is compared with H. If h is determined to be 
larger than H (H-h < 0), it is judged as over-page. Then, 
at S507, a graphic data second largest in the lengthwise 
size is selected from the first data buffer 12b. Then, the 
graphic data second largest in the lengthwise size is 
stored as variable h at S505. 

[0065] The operation of S505 through S507 is repeat- 
ed to write graphic data to the second data buffer 15 at 
S508, giving priority to graphic data larger in the length- 
wise size. 

[0066] At S509, the selected graphic data is erased 
from the first data buffer 12b. At S510, a value of H-h is 
stored as variable H. 

[0067] The above operation is repeated until it is de- 
termined that the first data buffer 12b is empty at S502 
or that the second data buffer 1 5 is full at S503. 
[0068] Figs. 9 and 10 show an example of input data 
subjected to the trial printing of the present invention and 
the resulting printout, respectively. More specifically, the 
input data consists of the first and fourth input pages 19 
and 22 including only text data (character data), the sec- 
ond and fifth input pages 20 and 23 including both text 
data and graphic data, and the third input page 21 con- 
sisting of a blank page. On the other hand, the printout 
consists of two output pages 24 and 25. 
[0069] The first output page 24 bears minified images 
for four pages including no image for the input blank 
page, and the second output page 25 bears only graphic 
images which are not minified. For the minified images 
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ol four pages, page numbers corresponding to the pag- 
es of the input images are added. Graphic portions, rep- 
resented by respective frames, in the minified images 
on the first page 24 and the graphic images on the sec- 
ond page 25 are given the same figure numbers, so that s 
the user can know the positions in which the graphic im- 
ages on the second page 25 are located. The figure 
numbers are automatically added in forming the images. 
In stead of figure numbers, any pieces of information to 
indicate the correspondence between the frame and the 
graphic image may be used. 

[0070] In the above embodiment, the image forming 
apparatus 2 includes the first data buffer 1 2, the second 
data buffer 15, and the page buffer 17 which are con- 
structed separately from one another. But the present is 
invention is not limited to such arrangement. For exam- 
ple, the first data buffer 12, the second data buffer 15, 
and the page buffer 17 may be constructed as a single 
storage unit. In this case, it is necessary to perform ad- 
dress management of the storage unit. But use of a sin- 20 
gle storage unit allows the manufacturing cost to be less 
expensive than the construction in which different stor- 
age units are used. Further, use of a single storage unit 
allows the circuit dimensions to be smaller than the con- 
struction in which different storage units are used, thus 2s 
saving space. 

[0071] Furthermore, in the embodiment described 
above, the blank page detector 10, the graphic data de- 
tector 1 1 , the first data buffer 1 2, the image data minifier 
1 3, the graphic data optimum layout device 1 4, the sec- 30 
ond data buffer 15, the plotting section 1 6, and the page 
buffer 1 7 are constructed inside the image forming ap- 
paratus. But the present invention is not limited to this 
construction. For example, regarding the image forming 
apparatus as a system, a part of the construction may 35 
be appropriately provided inside an external information 
processing apparatus. In this case, the information 
processing apparatus can manage a plurality of printers 
centrally. Obviously, this not only reduces the manufac- 
turing cost of each printer, but also enhances the effect 40 
of saving materials such as recording medium and de- 
veloper, and reducing misprints when viewing the entire 
system. 

[0072] The invention being thus described, it will be 
obvious that the same may be varied in many ways. *s 
Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure 
from the spirit and scope of the invention, and all such 
modifications as would be obvious to one skilled in the 
art are intended to be included within the scope of the 
following claims. so 



Claims 

1 . An image forming apparatus comprising: ss 

a first storage (1 2a) for storing image data; 
an image data minifying device (1 3) forconvert- 
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ing the image data stored in the first storage 
(12a) into minified image data; 
a second storage (15) for storing the minified 
image data: 

a plotting section ( 1 6) for developing the image 
data stored in the first storage (1 2a) or the mini- 
fied image data stored in the second storage 
(15) into a plotting pattern; 
a third storage (17) for storing the plotting pat- 
tern; 

an output section (18) for processing the plot- 
ting pattern stored in the third storage (17) into 
a visible image on a recording medium and out- 
putting the recording medium; 
a mode setting device (4) for setting an opera- 
tional mode of the image forming apparatus, 
the mode setting device (4) switching the oper- 
ational mode between a normal mode and a tri- 
al output mode, wherein in the normal mode, 
input image data for a plurality of pages are 
processed into images on the plurality of pages 
of the recording medium, while in the trial out- 
put mode, the input image data is processed 
into minified images on fewer pages of the re- 
cording medium for trial output such that a user 
can check an output result to be obtained in the 
normal mode beforehand; and 
a blank page detector (10) for delecting a blank 
page with no image data from the input image 
data, 

wherein in the trial output mode, an image cor- 
responding to the blank page detected by the 
blank page detector (10) is not formed on the 
recording medium. 

2. An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising a controller (S203) for adding da- 
ta indicative of page numbers of the input image da- 
ta to the minified image data at positions corre- 
sponding to respective page number areas such 
that the minified images derived from the minified 
image data are associated with the respective im- 
ages derived from the input image data. 

3. An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising a controller (S21 5) for, in the trial 
output mode, outputting image portions corre- 
sponding to character data included in the minified 
image data in the form of dots or frames. 

4. An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

a graphic data detector (11 ) for detecting graph- 
ic data included in the input image data; and 
a controller (S211) for, in the trial output mode, 
replacing the detected graphic data with data 
of a frame such that an image corresponding to 
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the graphic data is represented by the frame. 

An image forming apparatus according to claim 4, 
further comprising: 

5 

a graphic data storage (12b) for storing only the 
graphic data detected by the graphic data de- 
tector (1 1 ); and 

a controller for, in the trial output mode, reading 
the graphic data from the graphic data storage io 
(12b) after formation of minified images based 
on the minified image data including no graphic 
data, so as to form a graphic image based on 
the graphic data, without minifying the graphic 
data, on a page (25) of the recording medium « 
different from the page or pages (24) bearing 
the minified images. 

An image forming apparatus according to claim 5, 
further comprising: 20 

a graphic data optimum layout device (1 4) for, 
in the trial output mode, performing an optimum lay- 
out of a plurality of the graphic data read from the 
graphic storage (12b) such that graphic images 
based on the plurality of the graphic data, not mini- 25 
fied. are formed on as few pages as possible, inde- 
pendently of the minified images. 

An image forming apparatus according to claim 5, 
further comprising: 30 

a controller for adding mutually corresponding 
pieces of information to the graphic image and the 
frame in the minified image respectively when the 
graphic image is formed on the different page (25) 
of the recording medium based on the graphic data 35 
not minified, to indicate correspondence between 
the graphic image and the frame indicative of the 
graphic image portion in the minified image. 



8 



EP 0 926 622 A2 




9 



EP 0 926 622 A2 



Fig.3 



Nmax Page Image Data Buffer 



Graphic Data Buffer 



n 



EP 0 926 622 A2 




S104 



Write image 
data to first 
data buffer 



Printout 



Write image data 
to second data 
buffer 



S114 



Processing for 
Optimum Layout 
of Graphic Data 




12 



EP 0 926 622 A2 




13 



EP 0 926 622 A2 




Set "N pages into 
one sheet" printing 



Set "Nmax pages 
into one sheet" 
printing 




S310 



S309 




Set duplex printing 



Automatic 
Minification 



^ Return ) 



EP 0 926 622 A2 




S405 



S406 



Set "L pages into one 
sheet" printing 



Set "M pages into one 
sheet" printing 



Q Return J 



15 



EP 0 926 622 A2 



Start 



Fig.8 



S501 



H — Lengthwise size 
of copying paper set by 
command 



S510 




Select graphic data 
largest in lengthwise size 
from first data buffer 



S505 



S507 



h — Lengthwise size of 
selected graphic data 



Select graphic data 
second largest in 
lengthwise size from 
first data buffer 




Write selected graphic 
data to second data 
buffer 



S509 



Erase selected graphic 
data to first data buffer 



16 



EP 0 926 622 A2 



S 25 

OC < CC ff < 



^ > ^ o 

o ^ 3 £ 
n 4 i7 -n ~ cn 




s. 



5 8 1 § § § 



17 



EP 0 926 622 A2 




3 






8 


















,1997 

Thu. 












Il 












Seple 












I 

























Fig.1 

Bird Bird Bird Bird 
Bird Bird Bird Bird 
Bird Bird Bird 

Bird Bird Bird Bird 
Bird Bird 

-2- 


ABRACADABRA 

ABRACADA 

ABRACADABRA 

ABRACADABRA 

ABRA 

Fig.2 

-5- 


« 

ill If I 

* O O CD CO to 


ABCDEFGHIJKL 

MNOPQR 

STUVWXYZ 

abcdefghijkl 

mnbpqrsluvwxyz 

01234567690 

-4- 



18 



Europaisches Patentamt 
0i\\ European Patent Office 
~ Office europeendes brevets EP 0 926 622 A3 



(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

G06K 15 

H04N 1/387, G06K 15/02 



) Date of publication A3: (51 ) MC \7: G06K 15/00, H04N 1/00, 

12.02.2003 Bulletin 2003/07 



(43) Date of publication A2: 

30.06.1999 Bulletin 1999/26 



(21) Application number: 98124610.1 



(22) Date of filing: 23.12.1998 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventor: Nishii, Wataru 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


Yamatokooriyama-shi, Nara-ken (JP) 


MC NL PT SE 




Designated Extension States: 


(74) Representative: Miiller - Hoffmann & Partner 


AL LT LV MK RO SI 


Patentanwalte, 




Innere Wiener Strasse 17 


(30) Priority: 25.12.1997 JP 35648197 


81667 Munchen (DE) 


(71) Applicant: SHARP KABUSHIKI KAISHA 




Osaka-shi, Osaka-fu 545-0013 (JP) 





(54) Image forming apparatus having a trial print mode 
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are processed into images on the same number of pag- 
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image data are processed into minified images on fewer 
pages of the paper for trial output such that a user can 
check an output result to be obtained in the normal mode 
beforehand. In the trial print mode, a blank page detec- 
tor (10) detects a blank page from the input image data, 



and an image data minifier ( 1 3) converts the image data 
stored in an image data buffer (12a) into minified image 
data and stores the data in a second buffer (15). Then, 
a plotting section (1 6) develops the minified image data 
read from the second data buffer (1 5) into a plotting pat- 
tern, which is then written to a page buffer (17). In an 
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this time, an image corresponding to the blank page de- 
tected by the blank page detector (1 0) is not formed. 
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